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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently amended) A fastening device, comprising: 

[[(a)]] a lock piece i s forced slidablv disposed in a case and biased by a spring [[to]] 
toward a fastening position wherein it is engage with an axial member in a case, and 

(b) when the ax i a l mombor i s i nserted into tho caso, tho l ock p i oco movos back from tho 
ax i a l member, 

(c) l ater, tho l ock p i ece i s engaged w i th tho ax i a l mombor so as to bo fastonod w i th tho 
ax i a l mombor; and 

a releasing member i s jo i ntod togothor connected with the lock piece i n such a way that 
tho ro l oas i ng mombor i s prov i ded bv a pin and disposed in the case , said releasing member 
being configured for manual bias [[so as]] to move linearly se-as toward the axial member and to 
r ele as e displace the lock piece away from the fastening position , thereby releasing the lock 
piece from the axial member. 

2. (Currently amended) The fastening device described in claim 1 , wherein 

[[(1)]] said releasing member can mov e lin e ar l y moves in the direction perpendicular to 
the insertion direction of the axial member, and 

[[(2)]] said spring forces the releasing member to move in the direction perpendicular 
with respect to and away from th e i ns e rtion d i r e ct i on of the axial member , so that sa i d spr i ng 
forc e s th e l ock p ie c e to e ngag e w i th th e ax i a l memb e r v i a th e r ele as i ng m e mb e r . 

3. (Currently amended) The fastening device described in claim 1 , wherein 

[[(1)]] guide grooves that extend in the direction perpendicular to the insertion direction of 

the axial member are formed on [[the]] outer surface of the case, 

[[(2)]] the releasing member has guide arms that slide in the guide grooves, and 

[[(3)]] the guide arms and the lock piece are jo i ntod togothor by moans of a are 

interconnected bv the pin. 
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4. (Currently Amended) The fastening device described in claim 1 , wherein 

[[(1)]]] the case has a slope that extends away from the axial member in the insertion 
direction of the axial member, and 

[[(2)]] th e r e ar e form e d i n th e cas e (a) a tap e r e d s e ct i on on wh i ch th e l ock p ie c e s s li d e , 
and (b) a support i ng wa ll that fac e s th e tap e red s e ct i on and supports th e out e r surfac e of th e 
ax i a l m e mb e r w i th wh i ch th e l ock p ie c e s e ngag e the lock piece has an angled surface which is 
configured to slide on the slope . 

5. (Currently amended) The fastening device described in claim 2, wherein 

[[(1)]] guide grooves that extend in the direction perpendicular to the insertion direction of 

the axial member, are formed on [[the]] outer surface of the case, 

[[(2)]] the releasing member has guide arms that slide in the guide grooves, and 

[[(3)]] the guide arms and the lock piece are jo i ntod togothor by moans of a are 

interconnected bv the pin. 

6. (Currently amended) The fastening device described in claim 2, wherein 

[[(1)]]] the case has a slope that extends away from the axial member in the insertion 
direction of the axial member, and 

[[(2)]] th e r e ar e form e d i n th e cas e (a) a tap e r e d s e ct i on on wh i ch th e l ock p ie c e s s li d e , 
and (b) a support i ng wa ll that fac e s th e tap e r e d s e ct i on and supports th e out e r surfac e of th e 
ax i a l m e mb e r w i th wh i ch th e l ock p ie c e s e ngag e the lock piece has an angled surface which is 
configured to slide on the slope . 

7. (Currently amended) The fastening device described in claim 3, wherein 

[[(1)]]] the case has a slope that extends away from the axial member in the insertion 
direction of the axial member, and 

[[(2)]] thoro aro formed i n tho case (a) a taporod sect i on on wh i ch tho l ock p i ocos s li do, 
and (b) a support i ng wa ll that faces the taporod soct i on and supports tho outor surface of tho 
ax i a l mombor w i th wh i ch tho l ock p i ocos ongago the lock piece has an angled surface which is 
configured to slide on the slope . 
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